
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
Independent School District 
welcomed back close to 3,100 
students, Superintendent Dr. 
Des Stewart noted at the GISD 
Board of Trustees August 22 
meeting. Th e board also dis-
cussed fi nancial matters prior to 

the approval of the fi nal amend-
ed 2022 budget, adaptation of 
the 2022-2023 budget and ap-
proval of the 2022-2023 tax rate 
of $1.0229.
 Th e tax rate is made up of two 
components - a maintenance 
and operations rate of 0.9429 
cents per $100 valuation and an 
interest and sinking rate of 0.08 
cents/$100 valuation, GISD Fi-

nance Director Alyce Greer said 
in her report.
 She also discussed the 2022 
fi nal amended budget explain-
ing the district must stay within 
the functions of the budget and 
sometimes must move money 
around to achieve a fi nal bal-
anced budget.
 “No increases. No decreases. 
Just moving money around in 

those function areas,” Greer said. 
“It’s taking away from about 
seven functions and adding to 
eight.”
 Th e 2022 budget is about 
$1.57 million more than was 
predicted in revenue alone, she 
said, adding she expects an end-
ing fund balance of $20,710,000 
for 2021-2022.
 Th e board approved the 
amended budget unanimously.
 For the 2022-2023 budget, 
Greer said she and her staff  based 
calculations on an enrollment of 
2,639 students.
 She said although revenue 
hasn’t changed from the bud-
get presented during a previous 
budget workshop, there has been 
some reclassifi cation of salaries 
and a signifi cant increase in the 
price of property/casualty insur-
ance.
 Th e board unanimously ap-
proved a 2022-2023 budget of 
$30,607,472, followed by ap-
proval of the 2022-2023 tax rate. 
 Th e rate refl ects a steady de-
crease over time, Stewart said.
 “Since 2012, we have reduced 
our tax rate by 30-plus cents,” he 
said. “And I’m telling you, you 
look around at any school sys-
tem, you’re not going to fi nd any 
school system in Texas that is re-
ducing its tax rate by that much 
in that period of time. Again, I 
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GISD Sets Budget, Tax Rate King
Around
Town

by Grice King

Is it lake time? Maybe back 
yard barbecues with family 
and friends? Or maybe it’s a 
catch up around the house 
with the extra day off  kind 
of holiday? Either way hope 
everyone has a happy Labor 
Day on September 5! Enjoy 
the long weekend in which-
ever fashion brings you the 
most joy. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Interested Exhibitors in the 
41st Annual Arts & Crafts 
Sell-O-Rama? Th e 2022 Arts 
& Crafts Sell-O-Rama will 
be held on November 4 and 
5. Registration for the 2022 
show is in progress and spaces 
are still available.
 Th ere is a change of venue 
this year, it will be in the 
Family Life Center of Whaley 
United Methodist Church.  
Th e Church is located at 701 
Rosedale in Gainesville. It 
is as large as the Gainesville 
Civic Center.  Wall or cen-
ter spaces will be available.  
If you prefer a round table 
it will be available for center 
space.
 Come join the Cooke 
County Fair Association at 
the 41st Annual Sell-O-Ra-
ma. For further information 
please contact Evelyn Yeatts, 
Chairman.  940-665-4472

++++++++

 Th e Cooke County Demo-
crats will host a meeting on 
Th ursday, September 1, 2022 
at 7:00 pm at 1100 Lawrence 
Street in Gainesville. Pizza 
provided. Open to everyone!

++++++++

 Th e Gainesville Family 
History Center is hosting the 
Cross Timbers Genealogi-
cal Society on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6 at 6:00 pm.  Stacie 
Briggs, Denton Stake Family 
History Center Director, will 
speak on “Th e Advantages of 
Using Th e Family History 
Center”.  Th e event will take 
place at 1503 W California in 
Gainesville.  Th e public is in-
vited.

Temple Baptist Church Donates to Edison – Each year Temple VBS selects a mission for the 
youth collection to go to. This year they selected Edison Elementary PTO. Funds were raised 
from Vacation Bible School Children bringing change and dollars every day during VBS. 
They raised over $2,000 that was given to Edison PTO for school supplies.    (Courtesy Photo)  

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th ree indi-
viduals were sentenced to seven 
days in jail and $2,000 fi nes after 
being found guilty Wednesday, 
August 24 of obstructing traf-
fi c during an August 30, 2020 
march from California Street 
to Pecan Creek. Th e trial lasted 
three days and jurors deliberated 
for 15 minutes before announc-
ing they reached a verdict.
 PRO Gainesville members 
Justin Th ompson, Torrey Hen-
derson, and Amara Ridge, were 
participating in protests against a 
Confederate statue at the Cooke 

County Courthouse. Arrest war-
rants were issued three days after 
the incident.
 Th ompson, Henderson and 
Ridge were among groups of in-
dividuals who assembled outside 
the Cooke County Courthouse 
in Gainesville to protest dur-
ing the summer of 2020. PRO 
Gainesville followed a trend of 
similar public protests as groups 
across the country joined togeth-
er to denounce the murder of 
George Floyd, a Black man killed 
by police offi  cers May 25, 2020 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
 An appeal is underway, defense 
attorney Alison Grinter said Friday.
 “Within the next 30 days, 

we’re going to make a formal 
notice of appeal,” Grinter said. 
“Th at should start the timetables 
rolling.”
 Th e case will be heard in the 
Second Court of Appeals in Fort 
Worth which serves 12 north 
central Texas counties, she said.
 She also said she’s saddened by 
the outcome of the trial.
 “We weren’t surprised,” she 
said. “We’re happy that, sort of, 
the worst case scenario is now 
capped at seven days and $2,000. 
For two years, these kids have 
had the whole range of punish-
ments hanging over their heads. 
So, there’s a certain sense of relief 
that it’s over with.”

 She said she believes the trial 
was “extremely political” add-
ing she doesn’t think the rulings 
of the judge will hold up on ap-
peal. She also said she and the 
defendants experienced a lot of 
support even some conveyed pri-
vately from offi  cials and law en-
forcement offi  cers.
 “I think this has put an un-
true light on what Gainesville 
and Cooke County are really all 
about,” she said. “I met lots and 
lots of really good, caring and 
open and welcoming people in 
Cooke County.”
 Th e verdict reaffi  rms Gaines-
ville’s commitment to law and

(Continued on Page 2)

PRO Gainesville Activists Sentenced 

in Connection with Obstructing 

Traffi  c During 2020 Political March

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - Gainesville 
Hospital District Board of Direc-
tors made short work of a special 
called meeting to adopt a tax rate 
of .1087 cents per $100 valua-
tion. Th e meeting was held via 
video conference as have been all 
hospital district meetings since 
the COVID-19 pandemic un-
folded.
 No one signed up to speak 
during community input.
 Senior Administrative Assis-
tant Christy Daughtry presented 
a report on the tax rate.
 “For your interest and sink-
ing, it is again your tax rate that 
is going…to fund your debt ser-

vice for the year. You can see that 
you’re a little over $3.6 million 
for your debt for 2023 so based 
off  the taxable value, we do a 95 
percent collection rate to help us 
determine our fi nance rate and 
that puts you at .0764 from last 
year’s rate at .0937.
 Even though the debt is go-
ing up, the taxable value went 
up which is still resulting in a de-
crease of the I&S rate, she said.
 As for maintenance and opera-
tions rate, Daughtry said the two 
required options for presentation 
were the no-new-revenue rate - 
the rate that would generate the 
same amount of  as last year in 
the M&O and the voter approval 
rate – the highest tax rate the dis-
trict may adopt without voter ap-

proval.
 Th e rate would also require a 
public hearing prior to adoption 
of the rate.
 Th e suggested M&O rate for 
the no-new-revenue rate was 
.0302 and for the voter approval 
rate was .0326.
 “Th ose are a decrease from 
last year’s rate, and again, due to 
the taxable value increase for the 
property district,” she said. Op-
tions available to the board were 
a rate of .1087 or .1090.
 Th e previous year’s tax rate was 
.1297, Daughtry said.
 Board member Shane Lee 
asked Daughtry about the tax 
rate prior to the district taking 
on bankruptcy obligations.
 “What was our taxable rate at 

that time?” Lee said. “With this 
new rate, either way we go, we’ll 
be under 11 cents, correct?”
 Th e rate in 2016 before bank-
ruptcy was .1113, Daughtry af-
fi rmed.
 “So, this is the fi rst time, since 
bankruptcy we fi nally got our tax 
rate back below what it was be-
fore having to enter into all the 
new debt,” Lee said.
 At least one board member 
proposed setting the tax rate be-
low the proposed no-new-reve-
nue rate.
 “You know guys unless we 
lower the tax rate low enough to 
off set the rise in property value, 
the no-new-tax rate homeown-
ers will still pay a higher tax bill,” 

(Continued on Page 2)

Gainesville Hospital District Board 

Approves Tax Rate in Special Meeting
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order, Police Chief Kevin 
Phillips said.
 “I appreciate everyone’s 
eff orts who worked on this 
case, the time of the court, 
and the jury’s service dur-
ing the trial,” he wrote in 

a statement. “We feel that 
verdict sends a message that 
law and order is important 
in Gainesville and Cooke 
County. Th e Gainesville 
Police Department fully 
supports the expression of 
constitutional rights but it 
must be done within the 

boundaries of the law or it 
runs the risk of interfering 
with the rights of others.  
As a law enforcement agen-
cy, we serve our community 
with integrity, courage, and 
professionalism as we work 
diligently to provide a safe 
environment for everyone.”

 Cooke County Court 
at Law Judge John Morris 
and Cooke County Attor-
ney Ed Zielinski both de-
clined to comment citing 
the defense’s decision to 
appeal and a policy of not 
committing on ongoing 
litigation.

PRO Gainesville Activists Sentenced 

in Connection with Obstructing 

Traffi  c During 2020 Political March

(Continued from Page 1)

Ken Arterbury said. “And 
I’m for lowering it even 
more because with the 
property values where 
they’re valued at now, 
they’re astronomical. I 
think it’s time that we give 

the taxpayers a break in 
this county, and really do 
something to show them 
we mean business on prop-
erty taxes.”
 Daughtry reminded 
board members the new 
rate is not creating any 
more revenue based off  of 

the values as it did last year. 
“And that was the reason 
for the decrease in the rate 
from .0360 to .0302,” she 
added.
 Arterbury said he 
wouldn’t argue anymore 
before casting a vote 
against the no-new-reve-

nue rate.
 Th e rest of the board 
agreed on the .1087 tax 
rate.
 Th e board plans to 
holds its budget hearing 
at the September meeting 
based on the proposed tax 
rate before fi nal approval 
of the tax rate and the 
budget.

Gainesville Hospital District Board 

Approves Tax Rate in Special Meeting

GAINESVILLE - On Au-
gust 24, 2022, a Cooke 
County jury found Defen-
dant Miguel Barron, Sr., 
65, of Gainesville, guilty of 
Continuous Sexual Abuse 
of a Child.  Mr. Barron was 
tried in the 235th Judicial 
District Court with Judge 
Janelle Haverkamp presid-
ing.  Th e State was repre-
sented by District Attorney 
John Warren and First As-
sistant District Attorney 
Eric Erlandson.  Mr. Bar-
ron was represented by 
Nancy Carlton of Gaines-
ville.  Th e jury assessed 
punishment and gave the  
Defendant life in prison.  
Th ere is no possibility of 
parole for the off ense. 

 Between 2010 and 2015, 
the Defendant repeatedly 
sexually assaulted the vic-
tim.  Th e Defendant was 
in a relationship with the 
victim’s grandmother.  Th e 
assaults occurred at the 
grandmother’s house and 
at the Defendant’s place of 
work.  Th e victim was eight 
years old when the abuse 
started, ending when she 
was 13.  She made an out-
cry when she was eighteen 
years old.   Th e Gainesville 
Police Department investi-
gated the off ense.
 During the trial the State 
called witnesses from the 
Gainesville Police Depart-
ment and the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety. 

Th e victim, the victim’s sis-
ter and the victim’s mother 
also testifi ed for the State.  
Th e Defendant has been to 
federal prison for distribu-
tion of narcotics.  
 “We are pleased with the 
outcome of the trial.  Giv-
en the seriousness of the 
off ense we believe that this 
is a just sentence handed 
down by the jury.  He will 
spend the rest of his life in 
prison and that is where he 
belongs. Th e victim was 
very courageous to come 
and testify against her 
abuser. We appreciate the 
hard work of law enforce-
ment in this matter,” stated 
District Attorney John 
Warren.   

Barron, Sr. Sentenced

to Life for Continual

Sexual Abuse of a Child



Patsy “Pat”
Ann Tamplin

Services
 Funeral services for Patsy 
“Pat” Ann Tamplin, 87, of 

Gainesville, are set for 1:00 
PM Wednesday, August 
31, 2022 at Temple Bap-
tist Church with Rev. Dr. 
Eddie Chennault and Rev. 
Larry Huff man offi  ciat-
ing.  Burial will follow in 
the Fairview Cemetery.  A 
visitation will be held on 
Tuesday from 6:30 to 7:30 
PM at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.
History
 Mrs. Tamplin passed 
away on August 26, 2022 
in Denton.  She was 
born January 22, 1935 to 
Charles Lucas and Elsie 
Jane (Siebert) Walker in 
Sadler.
 Pat graduated from 

Whitesboro High School.  
She married Claude Ed-
ward Tamplin on July 2, 
1961 at the Sadler Baptist 
Church.  She served as 
the dental assistant for Dr. 
Jones in Whitesboro for 27 
years.  She later worked for 
the local television cable 
company in Gainesville for 
17 years.  She was proud 
to be a hospital volunteer 
at North Texas Medical 
Center for many years and 
served as President of the 
organization for part of her 
tenure.  
 Mrs. Tamplin loved to 
serve the Lord and was a 
long-time member of Tem-
ple Baptist Church.
Survivors

Pat is survived by her 
devoted husband of 61 
years, Claude Tamplin of 

Gainesville; brother-in-law 
Ross Tamplin of Gaines-
ville; and numerous nieces 
and nephews that enjoyed 
spending time with her and 
Claude.
 Mrs. Tamplin was pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents; siblings:  V.L. Walker, 

Madge McGuire, Helen 
Griffi  n, Billy Walker, Lu-
ella Smith, Lindy Walker, 
and her sister-in-law Meryl 
Tamplin.
 Th ose serving as pall-
bearers are Lewis McCray, 
Larry Smith, Brandon 
Flowers, Chance Hawkins, 

Gary Crabtree, Chad 
Welch and Wayne Gann.  
Th ose serving as honorary 
pallbearers are Charles and 
Cindy Brown and Debbie 
Smith.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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GAINESVILLE - Th e Texas 
State Library & Archives 
Commission (TSLAC) re-
cently awarded funding 
to the Cooke County Li-
brary under its TexTreasures 
Grant program. Cooke 
County Library will pro-
vide issues of the Gainesville 
Daily Register (GDR), from 
1947 to 1956 to the Texas 
Digital Newspaper Program 
(TDNP) at the University of 
North Texas Library so that 
they can digitize the images 
and make them available on 
the Portal to Texas History 
website. Th is program will 
begin in the Fall of 2022 
and should be completed by 
the end of Summer 2023.  
By having these issues digi-
tized, anyone who has access 
to the Portal to Texas His-
tory website will have access 
to these specifi c years. Th ese 
years include topics such as 
the development of both 
the Frank Buck Zoo and 
the local community college 
(NCTC) and the evolution 
of civil rights, segregation 
and so much more.             
 Th is project is just one 
of 43 made possible this 
year by a grant from the 
U.S. Institute of Museum 
and Library Services to the 
Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission under 
the provisions of the Li-
brary Services and Technol-
ogy Act. “TSLAC is proud 
to support public libraries 

throughout the state as they 
deliver critical information 
services to their communi-
ties that support education, 
access to technology, and 
workforce development,” 
said TSLAC Director and 
Librarian Gloria Meraz. 
 TSLAC awards com-
petitive grants annually, 
as funding allows. For the 
2023 fi scal year, which runs 
from September 1, 2022, to 
August 31, 2023, TSLAC 
has awarded approximately 
$1.18 million in competi-
tive grants. Th e TexTrea-
sures Grant will provide 
assistance and encourage-
ment to 10 libraries to pro-
vide access to their special 
or unique collections and 
to make information about 
those collections available to 
library users across the state, 
including Cooke County 
Library’s project to digitize 
the Gainesville Daily Regis-
ter (GDR), beginning with 
issues published in 1947 
through the end of 1956. 
Th e digitized images will 
be added to the collection 
of Cooke County Newspa-
pers accessible through the 
University of North Texas 
Libraries’ Portal to Texas 
History. Th is is a multiphase 
project that will result in the 
digitization and free acces-
sibility of all issues of the 
GDR, the oldest surviving 
newspaper in Gainesville 
and Cooke County, provid-

ing an invaluable resource to 
those researching events and 
individuals in North Texas. 
 “Th is 2023 TexTreasures 
$25,000 grant allows more 
issues of the Gainesville 
Daily Register to be digi-
tized. Th e years that will be 
digitized during this grant, 
will cover very important lo-
cal topics such as the estab-
lishment of the Frank Buck 
Zoo and local community 
college (NCTC) and the 
county’s 100 year celebra-
tion. Having these issues on 
the Portal to Texas History 
website will allow so many 
people access to this im-
portant information,” says 
Jennifer Johnson-Spence, 
Cooke County Library Di-
rector.
 ABOUT THE TEXAS 
STATE LIBRARY AND 
ARCHIVES COMMIS-
SION
 Formed in 1909, TSLAC 
is committed to giving Tex-
ans access to information 
and programs to improve 
their lives and communities. 
TSLAC provides historical 
and genealogical search as-
sistance, federal and state 
government documents, 
electronic research and li-
brary services to all Texans, 
including those who are un-
able to read standard print 
material because of physi-
cal or reading disabilities. 
For more information, visit 
www.tsl.texas.gov.

Cooke Library Receives 

TexTreasures Grant
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to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 In the United States, jus-
tice is supposed to matter a 
great deal to the American 
people. Th e right to due 
process, the faithful and 
even application of the law 
(“without fear or favor,” to 
quote our Attorney Gen-
eral), is what supposedly 
separates our great nation 
from many of the rest. I 
would hope our own com-
munity would feel strongly 
about the fair exercise of 
this right for any citizen, 
no matter what they stand 
for. Th e exploitation of 
legal loopholes to punish 
an ideological opponent 
should never be celebrat-
ed in this county, or this 
country.
 Article XI, Section 5 of 
the Texas Constitution 
states that city ordinances 
cannot “contain any provi-
sion inconsistent with the 
… general laws enacted 
by the Legislature of this 
State.” Th e Texas Munici-
pal League (of which the 
City of Gainesville is a 

member) explains that city 
ordinances are “the equiva-
lent of a municipal stat-
ute…governing matters 
not already covered by fed-
eral or state law.” Because 
the maximum penalty for 
most ordinances is limited 
to a $500 fi ne, that would 
inherently make many city 
ordinances inconsistent 
with Texas statute law; an 
ordinance cannot decrease 
the penalty of a state stat-
ute. In short, creating an 
ordinance is only necessary 
when state statute law does 
not already address how to 
penalize certain undesir-
able acts in a municipality.
So why did the City of 
Gainesville decide to pass 
what is known as the Pa-
rade Ordinance of the City 
of Gainesville? And, please, 
let’s not play semantics. 
Th e Gainesville Code of 
Ordinances defi nes a “pa-
rade” as “ any march [or] 
demonstration … consist-
ing of persons, animals, or 
vehicles or a combination 
thereof upon the streets, 
parks or other public 
grounds within the city 
with an intent of attracting 
public attention that inter-
feres with the normal fl ow 
or regulation of traffi  c.” To 
do this lawfully, one must 
obtain a permit from the 
Chief of Police. Without 
a permit, committing the 
acts defi ned is to “be pun-
ished by fi ne of not more 
than fi ve hundred dollars.” 
To clarify, that is a fi ne of 
$500, rather than, for in-

stance, a fi ne not to exceed 
$2,000, confi nement in 
jail for a term not to exceed 
180 days, or both such fi ne 
and confi nement. Th at is 
the penalty for the Class B 
Misdemeanor of Obstruct-
ing Highway or Other Pas-
sageway, the statute under 
which the leaders of PRO 
Gainesville were just con-
victed.
 I am not here to debate 
on the actions of PRO 
Gainesville. Many people 
did not care for their pro-
tests, and many of those 
same people now rejoice in 
what is tantamount to re-
taliation. But if retaliation 
is necessary, let it be the 
correct retaliation. As Mar-
tin Luther King said, “in-
justice anywhere is a threat 
to justice anywhere.” You, 
yourself, may fi nd your-
self facing a legal challenge 
one day. And on that day, 
no matter who you are or 
what you believe in, I hope 
the application of the law 
isn’t cherry-picked against 
your favor.

Joel Najera
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 A very angry and beast-
ly man once said to me, 
“Law is order in liberty, 
and without order, liberty 
is social chaos.” Law being 
a system of rules so that 

there is order, liberty be-
ing fair - a state of existing 
freely without oppressive 
restrictions by authority. 
 Th is is a man whom is 
able to govern law. Th ere 
were quite a few reports 
made regarding threats 
of violence.. however this 
same very angry and beast-
ly man saw no elements 
necessary to establish there 
had been an actual threat. 
You see, this angry and 
beastly man knew very 
well that laws were being 
broken all around him. He 
knew how to move around 
his law as to protect himself 
and those that appeared as 
he did. He knew how to 
adjust law to protect an-
gry men with guns, angry 
men with threats, and red 
faced law enforcement of-
fi cials who held lies. He 
knew a rural group of 
people would believe those 
in such positions would 
appear trustworthy… well 
because, shouldn’t they be? 
He had tax payer resources 
to enforce his system of 
rules. 
 Oppression is unjust 
treatment. What liberty 
exists when a man with 
power of law refuses to 
maintain order when it 
concerns another humans 
safety, but far overreaches 
with his same power of law 
to oppress? 
 Th is angry and beastly 
man was far less concerned 
with law or liberty, and 
more concerned with so-
cial chaos you see. Chaos 

is disorder, chaos is confu-
sion, chaos is often unjust. 
Social chaos says, “let me 
brush through these issues 
with a fi ne tooth comb and 
when I’ve retrieved the is-
sue that would maintain 
oppression I will call it lib-
erty.” 
 Oppressive restrictions 
by authority are often over-
looked in rural communi-
ties. Without the faculty 
of reasoning, the inability 
to dissect individual bias, 
and a present that looks so 
similar to a prejudice past, 
angry and beastly men like 
this tend to thrive. How-
ever, where there is no jus-
tice… there will never be 
peace. 
 If there were peace, how 
would such a beastly and 
angered creature maintain 
the social chaos he calls lib-
erty? With his suit pressed 
and his boots polished, that 
ferocious and rotten man, 
he made sure the land re-
mained white and fair. 

Torrey Henderson 
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Th ere’s never been a time 
where mental health edu-
cation has been more need-
ed than now. Finances are 
tighter, stress is skyrocket-
ing, abuse is rampant, and 
hope is fl eeting. 
 But, it doesn’t have to 

be that way for you. Are 
you or your loved ones suf-
fering from depression or 
anxiety? Th ere is hope!
 Th e Nedley Depression 
and Anxiety Recovery Pro-
gram off ers solutions! Not 
only will you learn how 
to identify depression and 
anxiety and their causes, 
you will also enhance your 
energy levels, sleep qual-
ity, mood, relationships, 
and emotional intelligence. 
Th is comprehensive pro-
gram is worth 1.4 CEU 
credits, providing positive 
thinking techniques, nu-
tritional education, and 
much more to increase 
brain function, manage 
stress, live above loss, and 
achieve peak mental perfor-
mance. Come to the FREE 
introductory DVD pre-
sentation on MONDAY, 
AUGUST 5, at 6:30 pm 
at the Gainesville Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Th e 
eight week program begins 
Monday September 13, 
2022. To register https://
depressionfree.eventbrite.
com/ or for more informa-
tion, call 940-668-8687 or 
text 940-736-3377.  
 Plan to attend and in-
crease your knowledge, 
many people suff er from 
panic attacks and anxiety 
to the point of exhaustion. 
Th is program could be 
what you need to overcome 
and get your life back.

Paula Reiter
Gainesville

Opinions

Letters to the Editor...

By Jamie Stiehm

Th e scorching summer of 
‘22 may be one we never 
forget, as a turning point in 
the wheels of weather and 
politics.
 As August closes, the 
cicadas still sing, but they 
won’t for long. Black-eyed 
Susan fl owers have just 
their black eyes left. Sum-
mer’s lease is almost over. 
 And this country has 
changed, sobered since the 
pandemic hit. 
 First, we lost reproduc-

tive rights in late June. 
 Between fl oods in the 
South, drought in New 
England, wildfi res in the 
West and hurricane season 
on the way, climate change 
is hitting home. Literally. 
 Or, should I say, climate 
crisis. 
 Lake Powell running dry 
is a water crisis for seven 
states. An awakening that 
Mother Nature is fragile 
-- and angry -- is at hand. 
Th e wisdom of building 
cities in the desert around 
the automobile was fl awed. 
 In August, Congress 
took serious action on cli-
mate for the very fi rst time. 
Or should I say, Demo-
crats in Congress acted to 
cut carbon emissions in 
the Infl ation Reduction 
Act. Th e Senate passed the 
legislation 51-50 with zero 
Republican votes. Fie! 
 President Joe Biden 
signed the monumental 
bill into law, a boost to his 
political fortunes. Th at’s 

“luck of the Irish” for the 
president, who could not 
press Congress to pass a 
similar bill last summer. 
 Actually, Senate Majori-
ty Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., deserves credit for 
the deal. Biden had COV-
ID-19 at the time. Schum-
er met with Sen. Joe Man-
chin, D-W. Va., in secret to 
bring his entire caucus of 
50 Democrats together.
 So thrilled were they to 
break through the climate 
wall that Democrats shared 
the spoils of victory. 
 Sagging in approval rat-
ings, Biden needed a big 
win this summer. Just like 
he needed a bare majority 
to hold onto the Senate. 
Just like he needed to win 
the South Carolina pri-
mary in 2020 to stay in the 
race. 
 Remember? Biden came 
back from behind, again 
and again, the winds blow-
ing his way. 
 Now Democrats have a 

landmark to write home 
about for the fall mid-
terms. Pundits predicted 
the election would be a 
Republican sweep. Now 
they’re not so sure. 
 Even shrewd Mitch Mc-
Connell, Senate Republi-
can Leader, R-Ky., agrees 
with me that the Senate 
will likely remain blue. 
 With strong candidates 
like Rep. Tim Ryan and 
Lt. Gov. John Fetterman 
in Ohio and Pennsylva-
nia, running against J.D. 
Vance and Dr. Mehmet 
Oz, Democrats could pick 
up open seats. 
 Vance and Oz are weak; 
they’ve never faced vot-
ers before. Th ere’s an art 
to campaigning and con-
necting with commoners 
at the state fair. It helps to 
be likable, but the celebrity 
author and doctor come 
across as spoiled elites. 
 Republican Sens. Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin and 
Marco Rubio of Florida 

are vulnerable, with strong 
challengers in Lt. Gov. 
Mandela Barnes and Rep. 
Val Demings. 
 A former police chief, 
Demings starred on the 
House team of impeach-
ment managers the fi rst 
time former President 
Donald Trump was on trial 
in the Senate.  
 Oh, yeah -- the criminal-
ly insane gale-force human 
hurricane. 
 Inescapably, the 45th 
president can’t leave us 
in peace. Th ere’s no end 
in sight to his dirty deeds 
after the latest: Th e FBI 
searched his Florida man-
sion for classifi ed state 
secrets he stole from the 
White House. 
 Th is summer revealed 
ugly truths about Trump 
and the tens of thousands 
who came to town for a 
Capitol coup.
 Trump’s plot seared into 
the public mind more 
deeply during the Jan. 6 
committee hearings in June 
and July. Witness after wit-

ness told of his goading a 
murderous mob on a day 
Congress was captive in the 
Capitol -- hunting to hang 
Vice President Mike Pence. 
 Congress met to certify 
Biden’s victory, as the Con-
stitution requires. Within 
moments of the mob’s 
break-in, crossing police, 
hundreds were under siege, 
huddled in the House 
chamber. Under siege in 
the “People’s House.”
 Americans have never 
seen what we have seen in 
events leading up to the 
unforgettable summer of 
‘22. 
 Going into fall, may 
Biden’s luck of the Irish 
calm our nation’s burn -- in 
nature and politics. 
 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.
com. Follow her on Twit-
ter @JamieStiehm. To 
fi nd out more about Jamie 
Stiehm and other Creators 
Syndicate columnists and 
cartoonists, visit Creators.
com COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Jamie Stiehm

Field Notes: Th e Summer Burn of ‘22 



GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram in the 800 
East Highway 82.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
900 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 A subject threatened to 
blow up the Absolute Ur-
gent Care building in re-
sponse to being denied a 
lice treatment.
 Curtis Dean McAfee re-
ported burglary of a habi-
tation in the 1900 block of 
Maplewood Drive.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of an individual 
impersonating a public ser-
vant in the 2000 block of 
I-35.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram was reported in 
the 1800 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Minor in possession of 
alcohol, possession of drug 
paraphernalia citations 
were issued in the 1900 
block of North I-35.
 U-Haul International 
representative reported 
theft of property less than 
$30,000 in the 400 block 
of I-35.
 Atwoods reported theft 
of property less than $750 
I the 800 block of East 

Highway 82.
 Offi  cers issued a citation 
for minor in possession of a 
tobacco product in the 600 
block of Fair Avenue.
 Offi  cers issued a citation 
for possession of drug para-
phernalia in the 600 block of 
Medal of Honor Boulevard.
 Sheena Dinise Berryman 
reported unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle, theft of 
property in the 1000 block 
of Bella Vista Drive.
 Offi  cers issued a cita-
tion for possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 1100 
block of Olive Street.
 Offi  cers issued a citation 

for open alcohol container 
in vehicle in the 100 block 
of Myrtle Street.

Arrest Log
 Gilbert M. Salinas, 42, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Heather M. Fletcher, 39, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.
 Mickey W. Knighten, 
59, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams.
 Jarbar A. Windom, 38, 
two misdemeanor warrants 
and possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces 
and possession of drug par-

aphernalia.
 Lloyd W. Morris, 62, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Bryan E. Fuentes, 19, 
nine misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Ebony C. Archie, 36, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Michael E. Daughtry, 
43, four misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Luis A. Reyes, 25, sub-
ject was arrested for driving 
while intoxicate and felony 
warrant.
 Clayton D. Lewallen, 
20, public intoxication.
 Alberto M Meza, 35, 
driving while intoxicated.
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Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following sentences were 
issued for felony indict-
ments and fi led in 235th 
District Court.
 Edward Dewayne Shaw, 
45, was convicted of the 
Aug. 31, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to six months 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Raymond Joseph Butler, 
40, was convicted of the 
June 9, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of assault 
family violence impede 
breathing/circulation and 
was sentenced to three 
years confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs. Butler was also con-
victed of the Aug. 17, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of assault family/household 
member impede breath-
ing/circulation and was 
sentenced to three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Destiny Cheyenne 
Lydelle Kirk, 23, was sen-
tenced to three years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $400 

fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs in connection 
with the July 29, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of possession of a con-
trolled substance with in-
tent to deliver less than 28 
grams. Kirk was also sen-
tenced to three years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $400 
fi ne and court costs in 
connection with the Jan. 
27, 2021 third degree fel-
ony off ense of hinder ap-
prehension or prosecution 
of known felon. Kirk was 
also convicted of the Jan. 
11, 2022 third degree fel-
ony off ense of fraudulent 
use/possession of identify-
ing information and was 
sentenced to three years’ 
probation deferred, a 
$400 fi ne and court costs.
 Colby Malachi Ellis, 36, 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, eight years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $3,000 fi ne, fi ve 
years’ probation plus res-
titution and court costs in 
connection with the Sept. 
7, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more if 
at trial.
 Donald Oland Jones, 

48, was convicted of the 
Dec. 9, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of prohib-
ited substance in a correc-
tional/civil or community 
facility - attempt and was 
sentenced to two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs. 
Jones was also convicted of 
the Dec. 9, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to six months 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Cesar Israel Munoz-
Montoya, 38, was con-
victed of the Sept. 7, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram and was sentenced to 
one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Logan Paul Sewell, 20, 
was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$2,000 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
March 24, 2022 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces.
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Complete Healthcare for Adults

in Cooke County
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235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Sanjuana Mireles vs. 
Juan Cancino, divorce.
 Zachary Sadeghian, 
Kamy Real Property Trust 
vs. Cooke County Central 
Appraisal, all other civil 
cases.

 Balaji Gainesville, LLC 
vs. Cooke County Ap-
praisal District, all other 
civil cases.
 Biridiana Martinez vs. 
Isaac Martinez, divorce.
 Farran Daniele Reed vs. 
Th omas Dexter Reed, di-
vorce.
 Ronnie Smith vs. James 
Irwin, all other civil cases.
 MacKenzie Suzanne 
Treadgill vs. Laurence Mi-

chael Pettit, divorce.
 Claudia Escobedo Mar-
tinez vs. Juan Escobedo 
Martinez, divorce.
 Angela Kay Luttmer vs. 
Mark Wayne Luttmer, di-
vorce.

Cases Decided
 Jody Th omas Renwick 
vs. Angela Darlene Ren-
wick, agreed judgments, 
divorce.
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Christy Shelby reported 
burglary of a habitation in 
the 2700 block of County 
Road 136.
 Michael Wayne Brothers 
reported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in the 
900 block of County Road 
142.
 Francisco San-Miguel re-

ported burglary of a build-
ing in the 1200 block of 
West Lone Oak Road.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram at I-35 
frontage road north at exit 
488.
 Justin Neil Sanford re-
ported theft of property 
less than $2,500 in the 400 
block of McDaniel Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 

incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than four grams in the 900 
block of West Highway 
82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
marijuana less than four 
ounces in the 800 block of 
County Road 154.

Arrest Log
 James Harvey Hubbard, 
47, driving while intoxi-

cated second.
 Kenyon Damarray 
Hawkins, 20, burglary of 
a habitation, assault causes 
bodily injury family mem-
ber.
 Cloie Renay Under-
wood, 21, failure to appear.
 Anthony Frank Hertzler 
Jr., 35, criminal mischief 
less than $30,000.
 Dixie J. Longoria, 51, 
theft of property less than 
$30,000, theft of fi rearm.

COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Sterling Bryant Griffi  n, 
23, Valley View and Sofi a 
Zavala, 26, Valley View.
 Jay D. Winburn, 40, 
Sulphur, Okla. and Bree-
anna Nicole Anderson, 31, 
Sulphur.
 Travis Glenn Block, 27, 
Lindsay and Kristen Marie 
Reiter, 25, Lindsay.
 Willie Nanez, 44, Dal-
las and Rosio Villegas, 43, 
Mineola. 
 Emmett William Good-

ing, 29, Valley View and 
Joanne Ivy McCullum, 31, 
Valley View.
 Ross Mitchell Howard, 
34, Collinsville and Jessica 
Lynn Phillips, 32, Collins-
ville.
 Joseph Paul West, 47, 
Huntsville and Norma 
Morena Newburry, 43, 
Moore, Okla.
 Anthony Hector Pellon, 
29, Gainesville and Jamie 
Leigh Miller, 25, Gaines-
ville.
 Ryan Robert Garner, 
23, Gainesville and Mia 
Desiree Smith, 25, Gaines-
ville.

 Michael Bryan Berry, 39, 
Wynnewood, Okla. and 
Toni Christine Satterfi eld, 
39, Wynnewood.
 Gregory Th omas Lutt-
mer, 30, Lindsay and Paige 
Louise Burge, 26, Lindsay.
 Michael Th omas Fife, 
53, Gainesville and Debbie 
Quinn Perry, 54, Gaines-
ville.
 Lendon Kenneth Wood, 
46, Roff , Okla. and Annda 
Gayle Boyd, 38, Roff .
 Dustin Ray Williams, 
37, Ardmore, Okla. and 
Kimberly Conay Hick-
man, 32, Ardmore.

Marriage License

Requests Received

NCTC, Local Schools Ready for 

2nd Year of Red River Promise
COOKE COUNTY – 
Administrators and coun-
selors from 13 local high 
schools and representa-
tives from fi ve universities 
gathered at North Central 
Texas College last week 
for updates and training 

on the Red River Promise 
program. 
 Th e Red River Prom-
ise is entering its second 
year and off ers high school 
students from Cooke and 
Montague counties, as well 
as Graham ISD, the op-
portunity to attend college 
with varied support servic-
es and free tuition and fees.
 Red River Promise Direc-
tor Barbara Stanley kicked 

off  the event by recapping 
the fi rst year. She shared 
that 165 promise students 
enrolled at NCTC for Fall 
2022, an increase of 72% 
from last year of students 
in this service area. She 
also shared that for seniors 

in this service area FAFSA 
completion was up by 
19%, NCTC applications 
were up by 47%, AND 
NCTC scholarship appli-
cations were up by 462%.  
 Counselors were invited 
to discuss the college appli-
cation process and identify 
what’s working and what 
might be a barrier for stu-
dents trying to apply for 
college, apply for scholar-

ships, fi ll out the FAFSA/
TASFA, and other enroll-
ment requirements. 
 “It was very benefi cial to 
have everyone in the same 
room to collaborate on 
ways to improve the pro-
cesses to post-secondary 

pathways and increase stu-
dent and parent participa-
tion,” said Stanley.
 Each of the universi-
ties present were able to 
give a presentation to the 
counselors about specifi c 
entrance requirements 
for students. Southeast-
ern State University, Texas 
A&M Commerce, Texas 
Woman’s University, Uni-
versity of Texas Arlington, 

West Texas A&M, and 
Texas Tech were all in at-
tendance. 
 Red River Promise stu-
dents can attend a univer-
sity for a 4-year degree, 
NCTC for a 2-year degree, 
or NCTC for a certifi -
cate program. Th e chairs 
for the Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTE) 
programs at NCTC took 
time to speak about each 
of their programs available 
to RRP students, including 
health sciences, cosmetol-
ogy, criminal justice, busi-
ness, industrial technology, 
information technology, 
equine and agriculture, 
and teacher education. 
 Th is year, the Red River 
Promise Pledge will open 
to both Juniors and Se-
niors from September 1 to 
February 1. Graduating se-
niors from the 14 Red River 
Promise high schools are el-
igible to receive a last-dollar 
scholarship that covers tu-
ition and fees after fi nancial 
aid awards and other schol-
arships are applied. 
 “Th is is more than just 
a scholarship,” said Stan-
ley, “Red River Promise 
includes success coaching 
and technologies to stream-
line the college enrollment 
process, plus transfer and 
workforce opportunities to 
help students begin an ex-
citing career.”
 For more information, 
visit www.redriverprom-
ise.org or email promise@
nctc.edu.
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just say to our tax payers, 
we’re trying to be good 
stewards of taxpayer dol-
lars while also trying to save 
everyone as much money as 
possible.”
Next, the board approved 
the 2023 Cooke County 
Appraisal District budget.
  Th e budget is divided 
into two parts – appraisal 
expenses and collection 
expenses for a total of 
$420,684.
 Th e board also approved 
renewal of a fi nancial in-
centive program designed 
to promote faculty/staff  
perfect attendance.
 “In today’s education 
profession, we’re up against 
many hurdles,” Stewart 
said. “Part of that is, you 
know, we are short teach-
ers. We’re short para-pro-
fessionals. And so last year 
to incentivize good atten-
dance the board graciously 
approved us putting in 
place… basically allowed 
us to pay, off er monetary 
reward for those individu-
als who attended work each 
and every day in a six-week 
grading period.”
 He noted the number 
of awards is based on the 
number of employees serv-
ing in various positions on 
campus. Smaller campuses 
distribute fewer cash awards 
than larger campuses do. 
Cash recipients are selected 
via random drawings using 
a computer program, Stew-
art said.
 Staff  members enjoy an 
extra $150 to $200 added 
to their paycheck, he said 
and the program also helps 
ease the need for substi-
tutes.
 Th e meeting also in-
cluded a video presenta-
tion from the fi rst week of 
school which Stewart said 
helps illustrate a positive 
atmosphere district-wide 
as the new school year gets 

underway.
 “It’s exciting to me to not 
only realize where we are 
currently but most impor-
tant, where we’re going,” 
he said. “I’ve been to all 
the campuses several times 
since the start of school… 
and I’m telling you when I 
have high school students 
telling me they are fi red up 
to be back at school, you 
know it’s going to be a good 
year. Th e little ones are al-
ways happy to be back at 
school to see their friends, 
but to see our older kids re-
ally embrace the leadership 
and say that they missed 
their teachers, that’s saying 
a whole bunch.”
 As for enrollment, Stew-
art noted student entering 
GISD tend to follow cer-
tain seasonal trends.
 “Th at fi rst day of 
school… and keep in mind 
we counted physical bod-
ies,” he said. “Th ey had not 
yet started the removal of 
those kids who were no-
shows. We had about 2,850 
students on that fi rst day 
of school which is below 
where we were last year, and 
that’s kind of been the nor-
mal for the last four years 
since I’ve been here. We 
start out low and of course, 
we still have a certain, a 
small percentage of our 
parents who believe school 
starts after Labor Day.”
 Parents are continuing to 
entroll their students on all 
campuses, he said. Enroll-
ment numbers for Monday, 
August 22 indicate approx-
imately 3,050 students are 
currently enrolled.
 “We’re going to continue 
to monitor that number 
to see, kind of, where we 
land,” he said, adding cur-
rent enrollment numbers 
are on par with those of 
prior years.
 He also addressed school 
safety and security.
 “Th at’s something that 
we have defi nitely been 

taking a closer look at,” he 
said.
 His presentation includ-
ed information about an ac-
tive shooter drill conducted 
by Gainesville Police De-
partment, Gainesville Fire-
Rescue and Cooke County 
EMS in association with 
GISD.
 He noted Texas Gover-
nor Greg Abbott released a 
checklist of items designed 
to keep school faculty, staff  
and students safe.
 “We’ll be working 
through those protocols to 
ensure that we’ve done all 
of those and then some in 
an eff ort to keep all safe,” 
he said.
 Th e district will also par-
ticipate in another district 
security audit, Stewart said.
 “Again, that’s where we 
bring in a third party, an 
outside vendor,” he said. 
“Th ey come in and they 
walk through all of our 
buildings, not just instruc-
tional buildings but they’ll 
come through [the admin-
istration building] as well 
to inform us of the vulner-
abilities that we may have 
present.”
 Also planned is State 
Board of Education re-
quired safety training for 
school board members.
 Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum & Instruc-
tion LaCreasha Stille pre-
sented an update on House 
Bill 4545 which addresses 
accelerated instruction to 
help students meet aca-
demic standards. Targeted 
students are those who 
have failed two consecutive 
STAR tests regardless of 
grade level, Stille noted.
 She also said 2022 ac-
countability ratings released 
by Texas Education Agency 
indicate GISD earned an 
overall score of 84/B.
 Th e B rating is worth cel-
ebrating, but the district 
still has some work to do to 
achieve an A rating, Stille said.

 “I’ve already met with 
principals,” she said. “We 
met last week…We re-
ally did dig into our small 
group instruction. We can 
defi nitely improve those 
six points. It’s going to take 
some work but if we just 
stick to it, day for day, it’s 
achievable for sure.”
 Th e board also approved 
extracurricular status agree-
ment for 4-H organization 
and adjunct faculty Phyl-
lis Griffi  n, Angel Neu and 
Tanah Lowe; endorsement 
of Patsy Sosa-Sanchez for 
Region 11, Position A 
TASB Board of Directors 
and Mac Belmontes for Re-
gion 11, Position D, TASB 
Board of Directors.

GISD Sets Budget, Tax Rate 

TSLAC Awards Library 

Texas Reads Grant
COOKE COUNTY - 
TTh e Texas State Library 
& Archives Commission 
(TSLAC) recently award-
ed funding to the Cooke 
County Library under its 
Texas Reads grant program. 
Cooke County Library, in 
cooperation with Gaines-
ville Parks and Recreation 
Department, will create a 
permanent StoryWalk®, dis-
playing pages of a picture 
book along a popular walk-
ing path at the Jaycee Park 
in Gainesville. Th is project 
will promote early literacy 
by allowing families to read 
and discuss books as they 
walk along the path.
 Th is project is just one 
of 43 made possible this 
year by a grant from the 
U.S. Institute of Museum 
and Library Services to the 
Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission under 
the provisions of the Li-
brary Services and Technol-
ogy Act. “TSLAC is proud 
to support public libraries 
throughout the state as they 
deliver critical information 
services to their communi-
ties that support education, 
access to technology, and 

workforce development,” 
said TSLAC Director and 
Librarian Gloria Meraz. 
 For the 2023 fi scal year, 
which runs from Septem-
ber 1, 2022, to August 31, 
2023, TSLAC has awarded 
approximately $1.18 mil-
lion in competitive grants. 
“Th e Commission is thrilled 
to advance some truly trans-
formational projects de-
signed to off er Texans the 
tools necessary to meet the 
ever-changing needs of their 
families and communities,” 
said TSLAC Chair Martha 
Wong. Th e agency’s Texas 
Reads Grant program sup-
ports projects that promote 
reading and literacy within 
local communities. TSLAC 
is funding 14 Texas Reads 
grants this year, with awards 
ranging from $3,000 to 
$10,000. 
 “I’m so excited about this 
Texas Reads grant and what 
it means for our commu-
nity. Being able to install a 
StoryWalk® at Jaycee Park in 
downtown Gainesville is a 
wonderful way to promote 
early literacy and exercise at 
the same time. I look for-
ward to working with the 

Gainesville Parks and Rec-
reation Department on this 
project,” says Jennifer John-
son-Spence, Cooke County 
Library Director.
 Local parent and library 
supporter, Sarah Einselen 
says, “Families with young 
children need a variety of 
wholesome kids’ activities 
that don’t break the bank. 
Th e proposed StoryWalk® 
certainly fi ts the bill, and so 
far, there’s nothing like it in 
Gainesville.” 
 ABOUT THE TEXAS 
STATE LIBRARY AND 
ARCHIVES COMMIS-
SION
 Formed in 1909, TSLAC 
is committed to giving Tex-
ans access to information 
and programs to improve 
their lives and communities. 
TSLAC provides historical 
and genealogical search as-
sistance, federal and state 
government documents, 
electronic research and li-
brary services to all Texans, 
including those who are un-
able to read standard print 
material because of physi-
cal or reading disabilities. 
For more information, visit 
www.tsl.texas.gov.

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2017 Dodge Ram2016 GMC Yukon 2020 Chevolet Malibu

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE 
 
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an 
election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate 
to the voter-approval tax rate under section 49.23603, Water Code.  
 
The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax 
rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.   

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

SHERMAN – A Lake Ki-
owa, Texas man has been 
sentenced to federal prison 
for child exploitation vio-
lations in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Texas, announced 
U.S. Attorney Brit Feath-
erston today.
 David Wayne Woods, 
70, pleaded guilty on 
March 22, 2022, to coer-
cion and enticement of a 
minor and was sentenced 
to 135 months in federal 
prison today by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Amos L. Maz-
zant.
 According to informa-
tion presented in court, 
in July 2019, HSI-Dallas 
agents encountered Woods 
at the Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport as he 
was returning from a trip 
to the Philippines.  Agents 
conducted a border in-
spection, during which 
time they conducted an 
extraction and review of 
Woods’ cell phone and 
laptop computer.  During 
the investigation it was 
determined that Woods, 
a school bus driver in 
Cooke County, Texas, had 
been communicating with 
minor females from the 
Philippines using a social 
media application.  
 From April 2019 
through July 2019, Woods 
engaged in sexually explicit 
chats with a female who he 
knew was a minor.  Woods 
messaged the child with 
descriptions of sexually ex-
plicit acts that he wanted 

to perform on her and re-
peatedly asked the child 
to take videos and photos 
of her nude body and to 
record herself engaging in 
sexually explicit conduct.  
Woods off ered the child 
money for the videos and 
photos and sent wire trans-
fers of small sums of cur-
rency when he received the 
videos and photos.  On 
July 5, 2019, Woods met 
the child at a hotel in the 
Philippines, at which time 
he provided her with cash, 
chocolates, and a cellular 
phone in exchange for the 
child engaging in sexual 
acts with Woods.  Woods 
then recorded the sex acts 
with his cellular phone.   
 “Woods traveled thou-
sands of miles to victimize 
children thinking he could 
not possibly be caught for 
his deviant crimes,” said 
U.S. Attorney Brit Feather-
ston.  “In all his scheming, 
he failed to factor in our 
law enforcement partners 
at the airport and abroad.  
Members of the Philip-
pine National Police and 
HSI agents stationed in 
the Philippines did an ex-
traordinary job in identify-
ing the minor victims and 
ensuring Woods would 
be justly punished for his 
crimes.”
 “When it involves inter-
national cases of this mag-
nitude, Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations (HSI) is 
a top-tier law enforcement 
agency never relenting in 

our eff orts to apprehend 
and convict criminals who 
prey on innocent minors,” 
said Jesse Woods, Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge for 
HSI Dallas. “Th is investi-
gation illustrates how our 
agency and law enforce-
ment partners across the 
globe worked seamlessly 
to end these crimes, stop-
ping at nothing in pursuit 
of this dangerous child sex 
predator.”
 Th is case is part of 
Project Safe Childhood, 
a nationwide initiative 
launched in May 2006 by 
the Department of Justice 
to combat the growing 
epidemic of child sexual 
exploitation and abuse.  
Led by U.S. Attorneys’ 
Offi  ces and the Child Ex-
ploitation and Obscenity 
Section (CEOS), Project 
Safe Childhood marshals 
federal, state and local 
resources to better locate, 
apprehend and prosecute 
individuals who exploit 
children via the Inter-
net, as well as to identify 
and rescue victims.  For 
more information about 
Project Safe Childhood, 
please visit www.justice.
gov/psc.
 Th is case was investigat-
ed by Homeland Security 
Investigations-Dallas and 
the Philippines, Customs 
and Border Protection, and 
the Philippine National 
Police.  Th is case was pros-
ecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Marisa Miller.

Cooke County School 

Bus Driver Sentenced 

for Child Exploitation

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

We Honor
Most Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Here is Emerald! We have 
lots of precious momma 
cats available for adoption 
right now. These are sweet 
girls who have nursed 
and raised healthy babies 
and are now looking for 
furever homes! As you 
can tell Emerald is a fan 
favorite here at the shel-
ter. She is very laid back 
which makes her the per-
fect desk kitty! She likes 
to just be in your presence 
and is just the very best 
cat anyone could want! 
She has had her time nursing her sweet babies and is 
now looking for a furever home to call her own! Em-
erald is a special kitty and has something called FIV, 
this is something you can give us a call about and we 
can explain more in detail was this means! Emerald has 
been spayed, microchipped, and is up to date on all her 
age appropriate vaccinations meaning she is go home 
ready today! If you are interested in adopting Emerald 
please give us a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set 
you up an appointment to come in and meet her! 

Animal Adoption For Sale

Estate 
Sales

300 Ft 1.5 Inch Steel Pipe, 
Collar and Threaded $1/
ft.  400 Ft #4 Jacket Type 
Wire. 940-668-8840.
                                                                   08/31

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320.

Would like to buy 4 or 5 ewes(sheep) to be delivered on 
Hwy 51 in Gainesville. Call Robert Coursey 940-668-
7017.  Have references.
                                                                                                                                                       08/17

Animals Wanted

Pure Bred, Mini Dachshund. Red Male, 14 Weeks 
Shots and Wormed $175. 940-759-4923.
                                                                                                                                                       08/17

Animals For Sale

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

VFW Post 6205
136 S Ash, Muenster

Hall Rental/Bar Rental
For More Information, Call 940-759-2921 

or 940-634-3414
Open Bar/Cold Beverages- 3:00-7:00pm  
To Be A Part of the VFW Flag Service, 

Call 940-759-2921

Event Rentals

Estate Sale
SEPT 2 FRIDAY  8-6

SEPT 3 SAT   8-1
408 N. HICKORY  
MUENSTER, TX

CRAFTS, QUILT MATERIAL 
AND ITEMS, ANTIQUES, 

GLASSWARE,
COLLECTIBLES

FURNITURE, VINTAGE 
ITEMS, WASHER & DRYER, 

AND MUCH MORE!

Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   07/27

Yard Sale – Friday, Sep-
tember 2 from 9:00 am 
to 2:00 pm. Electronics, 
music equipment, appli-
ances, garden tractor w/
attachments, and much 
more! 2218 FM Old Den-
ton Road. 
                                                                   07/27

If you’ve lost your cat or dog, be sure 
to check these places

Noah’s Ark Animal Shelter
940-665-9800

Chance’s Haven
940-902-3756
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JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-med-
ical home care business 
servicing Cooke, Gray-
son, Denton and Mon-
tague Counties. They 
provide assistance with 
transportation, medica-
tion reminders, groom-
ing, housekeeping and 
pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing 
non-medical home care.  
Shifts may vary depend-
ing on patients needs. Call 
940-736-0496 or email 
localhearts2019@gmail.
com.
                                                                04/27

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County classifi ed 
ads. 940.665.2320.

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320.

Legal Notices

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

is the LARGEST &
MOST READ Newspaper

in Cooke County!

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                   04/27

Apartment maintenance 
help needed.  Job detail 
includes plumbing, light 
carpentry, painting, land-
scaping and pool mainte-
nance.  Applicants must 
have reliable transporta-
tion and own hand tools.  
Salary based on expe-
rience.  Please contact 
Cody at 940-727-9379 or 
email resume to codym-
hess@yahoo.com
                                                                   08/31

Help Wanted - Lube Tech. 
Call 940-665-1069.
                                                                   08/17

Services

Need T Post and Pan-
el Fence Built for Hay 
ASAP. 940-736-7379.
                                                                   08/17

(CAREGIVERS) ELDER 
CARE/COMPANIONS - 
Job is for 5 Days a Week – 
5 Hours per Day – Salary 
is $20/Hr. Clean record, 
good recommendations, 
mobile, with many skills. 
For more details about the 
position, email jasonburk-
ley147@gmail.com.
                                                                   08/17

The
Weekly
News

Covering
the

Entire
County

NCTC is looking for an 
External Affairs Coordi-
nator. Subject to a crimi-
nal background check. A 
resume and Cover Letter 
are required in addition to 
the application. The salary 
is $38,636. Apply online 
at https://employment.
nctc.edu/postings/7840 
                                                                   08/31

NCTC is looking for an 
Instructor - Heating, Ven-
tilation, and Air Condi-
tioning. Subject to a crim-
inal background check. A 
resume, cover letter, and 
unoffi cial transcript are 
required. Salary starts at 
$41,159 and can be com-
mensurate with education 
and experience. This is 
a 9-month contract paid 
out over 12 months. Ap-
ply online at https://em-
ployment.nctc.edu/post-
ings/7875 
                                                                   08/31

NCTC is looking for a 
Welding Instructor. Sub-
ject to a criminal back-
ground check. A resume, 
cover letter, and unoffi cial 
transcript are required. 
Salary starts at $41,159 
and can be commensurate 
with education and expe-
rience. Apply online at 
https://employment.nctc.
edu/postings/7693 
                                                                   08/31

Flex Services Of North Texas
2827 W. HWY 82, Gainesville, Texas 76240

940-612-4377 
TDLR VSF LIC #0655695VSF

The following is a list of vehicles available for public 
sale through Flex Services of North Texas. The owner 
and/or lien holder failed to claim the vehicle before the 
date of the sale which is (1) a waiver of all rights, title 
and interest in the vehicle and (2) a consent to sell the 
vehicle at public sale. Amount owed is towing plus ap-
plicable storage fees and taxes.

1) Year 2005, Make Dodge, Model Dakota,
VIN# 1D7HE48K75S15527 ,

Vehicle(s) are available for sealed bid August 27 - 
September 3 by calling 940-612-4377 M-F from 
9AM-4PM.
                                                                                                                 08/31

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Get all the local news
for less

than a cup
of coffee!

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Wine Only Package 
Store Permit by NEW A MALIK, INC. (dba) Quick-
way Food Store # 16 to be located at 308 E. Division 
St., Muenster, Cooke County, TX 76252. Offi cer(s) 
of the said entity: Abid H. Malik - President/Secre-
tary.                                                                                                                 08/31
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Find it HERE  
www.

TheWeeklyNewsCC
.com 

The Weekly News
We are your best buy!

House
For Sale

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”

Shadowood 
Apartments

1-2-3 Bedrooms     
940-665-2886

Real Estate

Services Continued...

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® 

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

Rohmer Proper  es
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments 

and Duplexes, No Pets.
940-736-0262.

www.txapartments.net

ESCOBEDO’S
TREE SERVICE

Family Owned, Family Operated

All Your Tree
Service Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

940-727-9883

Classifi ed Ads

for as low a

 $7.50 per week.

940.665.2320

The Weekly News classifi eds for as low as $7.50 per week! 

214.546.0140

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

COMING SOON
New Construction Quadraplexes. Looking 
for a rental with country views, comfort and a 
touch of luxury? These Quadraplexes will be 
perfect for you!

Inside you’ll  nd plenty of luxurious touches 
like solid oak cabinets, granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances and much more! 
These are 2 bed and 2 bath quadraplexes in 
Callisburg school district.

Other details about the Quadraplexes:
      - Refrigerator
      - Dishwasher
      - Microwave
      - Garbage disposal
      - Washer and dryer 
      - Fees for water and trash included
      - Rental fee is $1,350.00 a month

You may apply for these homes and be  rst 
in line to lease them. Contact 940-580-3501. 
Serious inquiries only.

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Custom Beef Processing
Immediate Openings Available
Call for details and scheduling

Also selling our own Feed Lot Beef!
- Whole or Halves - 

Come check out our full service retail counter!

1610 West Pine St.  |  Nocona, TX
940-825-1036

Open Mon-Sat 9-6
Follow us on Facebook

Restaurant / Bar / Retail Space for Lease
113 N Main St, Muenster, TX 76252
Great Location! A rare op-

portunity on Main Street 

Muenster, Texas to make 

your dream of owning a 

restaurant, bar, or retail 

shop a reality. The space 

will be ready to lease in 

September 2022, so call 

today! 940-268-4493

Details about the space: 
1975 sq ft on first floor of building

Kitchen (appliances not included)

Walk-in cooler

Audio/Visual and Secu-

rity systems previously 

installed

Note: This will be a Triple-

Net Lease (NNN), where 

tenant pays their share of 

the expenses of the leased 

space, including real estate 

taxes, property insurance, and maintenance 

costs, in addition to rent and utilities. Prop-

erty owner will not be responsible for any 

operating expenses incurred by tenant.

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

204 2nd St 
1607 N. Weaver
Shady Glen Apts 

Dixon Apts
Lynnwood

Apartments
Aspen Apts – 

Sanger 

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.
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